MFA FICTION THESIS LIST
In constructing your MFA thesis list:

1. choose ten novels or story collections from 1-2 of the following categories.

2. choose ten novels or story collections of your own choosing (they may also come from this list, but can be others not on this list as well).

Bildungsroman
Jane Austen


Emma (1815)

Brontë, Charlotte. 

Jane Eyre (1847)

Brontë, Emily 


Wuthering Heights (1847)

Louis May Alcott 

Little Women (1869-1869)

Zora Neal Hurston

Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)

Harper Lee


To Kill A Mockingbird (1937)

Ralph Ellison


Invisible Man (1952)


Charles Dickens

Great Expectations (1861)

Ursula K. Le Guin

A Wizard of Earthsea (1968)
Jeanette Winterson

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (1985)

Haruki Murakami

Norwegian Wood (1987)

Jamaica Kincaid 

Lucy (1990)

Kazuo Ishiguro

Never Let Me Go (2005)

Elena Ferrante


Neapolitan Novels (2011-2014)

Jeffrey Eugenides

Middlesex (2002)

The Gothic (including American, Southern, Contemporary) 
Horace Walpole

The Castle of Otranto (1764)
Ann Radcliff


The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794)

Mary Shelley


Frankenstein (1818)

Herman Melville

Moby Dick (1851)

William Faulkner

Absalom, Absalom (1936)

Daphne du Maurier

Rebecca (1938)
Capote, Truman 

Other Voices, Other Rooms (1948)
Shirley Jackson


The Haunting of Hill House (1959)





We Have Always Lived in the Castle (1962)

Flannery O’Connor

Wise Blood (1952)





The Complete Stories (1971)

Anne Rice


Interview With A Vampire (1976)

Toni Morrison


Beloved (1987)

Donna Tart


The Little Friend (1963)





The Secret History (1992)

Eudora Welty


The Optimist’s Daughter (1972)

Joyce Carol Oates

Bellefluer (1980)

Randall Kenan


A Visitation of Spirits (1989)

Jesmyn Ward


Sing, Unburied Sing (2017)

Science Fiction
Charles Chesnutt

The Conjure Woman (1899)

Sutton Griggs


Imperium in Imperio (1899)

Yevgeny Zamyatin

We (1924)

George Schuyler 

Black No More (1931)

William Gibson

Neuromancer (1984)

Anthony Burgess

A Clockwork Orange (1962)


Samuel Delaney 

Babel 17 (1966)

Ursula K. Le Guin 

The Left Hand of Darkness (1969)

The Dispossessed (1974)

Joanna Russ 


The Female Man (1975)

Octavia Butler 


Kindred (1979)





Bloodchild (1984)





Wild Seed (1980)

Parable of the Sower (1993)

Fledgling (2005)


Margaret Atwood

The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)

Nalo Hopkinson

Skin Folk (2001)



Harlem Renaissance/The New Negro Movement
Charles Chesnutt

The Wife of His Youth (1898)





The House Behind the Cedars (1900)

Jean Toomer 


Cane (1923)

Jessie Redmon Fauset

Plum Bun (1928)

Nella Larson 


Quicksand (1928)

Passing (1929)

Wallace Thurman 

The Blacker the Berry (1929)

Infants of the Spring (1932)

Langston Hughes 

The Ways of White Folks (1934)

Magical Realism 
Jorge Luis Borges 

Ficciones (1944)

Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
A Hundred Years of Solitude (1967)





Love in the Time of Cholera (1985)
Toni Morrison


Song of Solomon (1977)
Salman Rushdie

Midnight’s Children (1981)

Isabelle Allende’s 

The House of the Spirits (1982)

Laura Esquivel


Like Water for Chocolate (1992)

Jose Saramago


Blindness (1995)

Erdrich, Louis


Love Medicine (1984)

The Plague of Doves (2008)

Fabulism
Italo Calvino


Invisible Cities (1972)





If On A Winter’s Night A Traveler (1979)

Milan Kundera


The Book of Laughter and Forgetting (1979)

Angela Carter


The Bloody Chamber (1979)

Karen Russell


Vampires in the Lemon Grove (2013)

Carmen Marie Machado
Her Body and Other Parties (2017)

Kelly Link


Magic for Beginners (2005)

Modernism
E.M. Forster


Howard’s End (1910)

James Joyce 


Dubliners (1914)

The Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916)

Franz Kafka


The Metamorphosis (1915)





In the Penal Colony (1919)

The Castle (1926)

The Complete Stories of Franz Kafka (1971)

Anderson, Sherwood

Winesburg, Ohio (1919)

Katherine Mansfield

The Garden Party and Other Stories (1922)

Virginia Woolf 

Mrs. Dalloway (1925)





To the Lighthouse (1927)

Orlando (1928)

DH Lawrence


Lady Chatterly’s Lover (1929)

William Faulkner

The Sound and the Fury (1929)

As I Lay Dying (1930)

Light in August (1932)

Absalom, Absalom (1936)

The Collected Stories (1950)

Djuna Barnes


Nightwood (1936)

Vladimir Nabokov 

Lolita (1955)

Pale Fire (1962)

The Art of the Short Story 
Anton Chekhov


Selected Stories of Anton Chekhov (1903)

Ernest Hemingway


In Our Time (1925)

John Barth



Lost in the Funhouse (1968)

Franz Kafka



The Complete Stories of Franz Kafka (1971)
Flannery O’Connor 


The Complete Stories (1971)

John Cheever



The Stories of John Cheever (1978)

Eudora Welty



The Collected Stories of Eudora Welty (1981)
Tobias Wolff



The Stories of Tobias Wolff (1990)

Johnson, Denis



Jesus’ Son (1992)

Edward P. Jones


Lost In the City (1992)






All Aunt Hagar’s Children (2006)

Alice Munro



Open Secrets (1994)

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (2001)

Runaway (2004)

Too Much Happiness (2009)

Dear Life (2012)

Junot Diaz



Drown (1996)

George Saunders


In Persuasion Nation (2006)






Tenth of December (2013)

Deborah Eisenberg


Twilight of the Superheroes. (2006)

The Collected Stories of Deborah Eisenberg (2010)

Your Duck Is My Duck. Ecco (2018)

Grace Paley



The Collected Stories (2007)



Nguyen, Viet Thanh                            The Refugees (2017)
Oulipo & Constraint Fiction
Raymond Queneau

Exercises in Style (1947)





Zazie in the Metro (1959)

Georges Perec


La Disparition/A Void (1969)





Life: A User’s Manual (1978)

Harry Mathews


Singular Pleasures (1983)

Jacques Roubaud

The Great Fire of London (1989)

Julio Cortazar


Hopscotch (1963)

Italo Calvino


The Baron in the Trees (1957)





If On A Winter’s Night A Traveler (1979)





Invisible Cities (1972)





Cosmicomics (1965)

Mark Dunn


Ella Minnow Pea (2001)

Lucy Ellmann


Ducks, Newburyport (2019)


Matthew Baker


The Sentence (2023)

Minimalism
Ernest Hemingway

The Sun Also Rises (1926)

Raymond Carver

Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? (1976)

What We Talk About When We Talk About Love (1981)

Cathedral (1983)

Beginners (2009)

Amy Hempel


Reasons to Live (1985)

Mary Robison


Why Did I Ever (2001)





Days (1979)

Gordon Lish


Peru (1986)





What I Know So Far (1984)

Cormac McCarthy 

The Road
Frederick Barthelme

The Law of Averages (2000)

Joy Williams


Breaking and Entering (1988)





The Quick and the Dead (2000)1991)

Garielle Lutz


Stories in the Worst Way (1996)

Postcolonialist
Jean Rhys 


Wide Sargasso Sea (1966)

Arundhati Roy 


The God of Small Things (1997)

Mulk Raj Anand

Untouchable (1935)

Jamaica Kincaid 

Lucy (1990)

Annie John (1985)

Edwidge Danticat 

Krik? Krak! (1995)

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Half A Yellow Sun (2006)





Purple Hibiscus (2003)

Nadine Gordimer

July’s People (1981)

Doris Lessing


The Grass Is Singing (1950)

Ben Okri


The Famished Road (1991)

Wole Soyinka


The Interpreters (1965)

Season of Anomy (1973)

Chronicles from the Land of the Happiest People on Earth (2021)

V.S. Naipaul


A House for Mr. Biswas (1961)

The Mimic Men (1967)

Kiran Desai


The Inheritance of Loss (2006)

Jhumpa Lahiri


The Namesake (2003)

Michael Ondaatje

In the Skin of a Lion (1987)





The English Patient (1992)





Anil’s Ghost (2000)

Maximalism/Systems Novel/MegaNovel
Robert Bolano 


2666
Zadie Smith


White Teeth
William Gaddis 

JR
Thomas Pynchon 

Gravity’s Rainbow
Robert Coover 

The Public Burning
Adam Levine 


Mount Chicago
David Foster Wallace 

Infinite Jest
The Pale King
Don Delillo 


Underworld
Eleanor Catton 

The Luminaries
Autofiction
James Baldwin


Go Tell It On the Mountain (1953)

Tove Ditlevsen


The Copenhagen Trilogy (1967)


Marguerite Duras 

The Lover (1984)

W.G. Sebald


The Rings of Saturn (1995)

Tao Lin


Eeeee Eee Eeee (Melville House, 2007)

Richard Yates (Melville House, 2010)

Taipei (Vintage Books, 2013)

Teju Cole


Open City (2011)





Ben Lerner


Leaving the Atocha Station (2011)

10:04 (2014)





The Topeka School (2019)




Karl Ove Knausguurd

Min kamp 1 (2009)

Sheila Heti


How Should A Person Be? (2010)

Rachel Cusk


Outline (2014)





Transit (2016)

Ocean Vuong


On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous (2019)



Patricia Lockwood 

No One Is Talking About This (2021)

Satire 
Jonathan Swift


A Modest Proposal (1729)

Laurence Sterne 

Tristram Shandy (1759)

Joseph Heller 


Catch-22 (1961)

Kurt Vonnegut


Slaughterhouse Five (1969)





Cat’s Cradle (1963)

Mikhail Bulgakov 

The Master and Margarita (1967)

Fran Ross 


Oreo (1974)

John Kennedy Toole 

A Confederacy of Dunces (1980)

Don Delillo


White Noise (1985)

Percival Everett 

Erasure (2001)

Paul Beatty 


The Sellout (2015)

R. F. Kuang


Yellowface (2023)

Campus Novel/Academic Novel
Evelyn Waugh 


Brideshead Revisited (1945)

Kingsley Amis 


Lucky Jim (1954)

John Williams 


Stoner (1965)

Philip Roth


The Human Stain (2000)

Donna Tartt 


The Secret History (1992)

Jane Smiley 


Moo (1995)

Michael Chabon 

Wonder Boys (1995)

Don Delillo 


White Noise (1985)

J.M. Coetzee 


Disgrace (1999)

Zadie Smith 


On Beauty (2005)

Sally Rooney 


Normal People (2018)

Brandon Taylor

Real Life (2020)

Southern and Appalachian Narratives 
William Faulkner


See Gothic

Flannery O’Connor


See Gothic
McCullers, Carson                               The Heart Is A Lonely Hunter (1940)
The Ballad of the Sad Café (1951)
McCarthy, Cormac                               Blood Meridian (1985) 

The Crossing (1994)

Eudora Welty



The Collected Stories of Eudora Welty (1981)
Walker, Alice                                        The Color Purple (1982)
Breece Pancake


The Stories of Breece D’J Pancake (1983)
Allison, Dorothy                                  Trash (1988)
Bastard Out of Carolina (1992)
Toni Morrison



Beloved (1987)
Randall Kenan



Let the Dead Bury Their Dead (1992)

Edward Jones 



The Known World (2003)

Jesmyn Ward



Salvage The Bones (2011)

Sing, Unburied Sing (2017)


Literary  Realism (including American & Russian)
American

Willa Cather



My Antonia (1918)
Henry James                                      
Daisy Miller (1878)
The Portrait of a Lady (1881)
What Maisie Knew (1897)                                  
                                                            The Turn of the Screw (1898)
The Golden Bowl (1904)
Edith Wharton                                
The House of Mirth (1905)
The Age of Innocence (1920)
John Steinbeck



Grapes of Wrath (1939)
John Updike



Rabbit, Run (1960)
William Maxwell                               
So Long, See You Tomorrow (1979)
Richard Russo



Empire Falls (2001)

Marilynne Robinson                          
Housekeeping (1980)
Gilead (2004)
Russian
Leo Tolstoy                                     
 War and Peace (1867)
Anna Karenina (1878)
The Death of Ivan Ilych and Other Stories (1886)
Fyodor Dostoevsky                          
The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
Crime and Punishment (1880)
Isaac Babel                                         Odessa Stories (1924)
Queer Aesthetic and Narrative 
Djuna Barnes 



Nightwood (1936)

Patricia Highsmith 


The Price of Salt (1952)
James Baldwin



Giovanni’s Room (1956)
Kathy Acker 



Blood and Guts in High School (1984)
David Leavitt



The Lost Language of Cranes (1986)
Jeannette Winterson 


Written on the Body (1992)

Eileen Myles



Chelsea Girls (1994)

Michael Cunningham 


The Hours (1998)
Chee, Alexander                                  Edinburgh (2001)
Alan Hollinghurst 


The Line of Beauty (2004)
Garth Greenwell 


What Belongs To You (2016)
Ocean Vuong 



On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous (2019)
Andrea Lawlor



Paul Takes the Shape of a Mortal Girl (2017)
Jordy Rosenberg 


Confessions of the Fox (2018)

Torrey Peters 



Detransition, Baby (2021)
Justin Torres



Blackouts (2023)

Books On Craft 
While the below books aren’t included in your list, it might be helpful to consult them as you navigate writing your exam.

Jane Alison



Meander, Spiral, Explode
Margaret Atwood 


Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing
Charles Baxter



Burning Down the House: Essays on Fiction
                    



The Art of Subtext
Matt Bell



Refuse to Be Done
Janet Burroway



Writing Fiction
Maud Casey



The Art of Mystery
Alexander Chee


How to Write an Autobiographical Novel
Stacey D’Erasmo


The Art of Intimacy [recommend all of the “The Art of…”books by 

Graywolf]

Samuel Delaney


About Writing
EM Forster



Aspects of the Novel
John Gardner



The Art of Fiction
Chad Harbach



MFA Vs. NYC: The Two Cultures of American Fiction
Ursula Le Guin


Steering the Craft
Flannery O’ Connor


Mysteries & Manners
Joan Silber



The Art of Time in Fiction

Jane Smiley



13 Ways of Looking at The Novel
Tin House Workshop 


The Writer’s Notebook (One and Two)

James Wood



How Fiction Works
